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 “Fear not, for I have re-

deemed you; I have called 

you by name, you are 

mine.  Isaiah 41:1b 

 

Hello Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 

    This is my first article as your President!  I 

have thought a hundred times what I would say 

and how I would say it.  Today, however, I can 

barely start!  After praying and asking for guid-

ance from above, I’ve decided to introduce my-

self.  I am the wife of Bob (he’s the BEST), a 

mother to two adult daughters, Ashley and  

Elizabeth, a mother-in-law to Josh and Ian, and 

a grandmomma to Alex, Cooper, Gillian, and  

Margaret; all under the age of five!  I have been 

an American Baptist church member since I 

was four at FBC Olathe.  As an adult, I’ve been 

a toddler Sunday School teacher, choir member, 

soloist, American Sign Language interpreter, 

Board member, building committee member, 

and ABWM officer.  Most recently, I was Luther 

Rice President and Conference Associate. My 

professional background included forty-one 

years at the Kansas School for the Deaf as a 

dorm teacher, secondary and middle school 

teacher, and as the campus librarian.  Except 

for 5-8 years of depression, fear, anxiety, panic 

attacks and Agoraphobia, I’ve led a blessed 

life.  It’s possible that I led a blessed life even 

through those “gray” years!  But that’s for an-

other article.  

     After retirement from the Deaf School, I en-

joyed the fellowship of my church friends, be-

coming a grandma for the first time (to twins!), 

and becoming more involved with ABWMinis-

tries.  I started attending conferences and be-

coming more involved at the association and  

region levels. I began to take more time to pray, 

listen and engage with the Holy Spirit.  I joined 

the Vantage Point 3 program offered through 

the Region.  It is an in-depth program “to dis-

Mona’s Musings 
cover more deeply who God is and who I am so I 

can begin living out what God desires me to be 

and do.” That study was life-changing for me!  It 

was during the fall of 2021 that I realized the 

Holy Spirit  was preparing me to become the 

new president of ABW Ministries of the Central 

Region.  I prayed often for discernment and 

guidance as to whether this was a “pipe dream” 

or a calling.  When in March, I received the 

email I had been anticipating asking if I would 

consider accepting the office of President, there 

was no hesitation.  I accepted my calling that 

night! 

     As I begin this journey with you, I want you 

to know that the history of ABWMCR is well-

documented and enlightening.  I have spent nu-

merous hours reading, learning and remember-

ing the events of our region!  Wilma Engle has 

created a phenomenal book and electronic copy 

of the past.  I have attended the ABWM Nation-

al Conference in Philadelphia, participated in 

Board meetings and fund-raising webinars. I 

have prayed with our region executive minister, 

Dr. Gregg Hemmen and our National President, 

Dr. Chris Smith for clarity and guidance as I 

begin my term of office.  In the next three years, 

I wish for us to work together to expand on the 

past and move to the future;  attaining all that 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries of the 

Central Region can achieve when we give our 

BEST GIFTS to the mission and vision of     

women’s work across our region and nation. I 

covet your prayers.   

Mona Huggins 

18500 W 168th Terr 

Olathe 66062 

913-645-2642 

huggins.mona@gmail.com 

abwmcr.org 

ABWM Region Project 

FINAL AMOUNT RAISED 

      $32,750 
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Missions & Service, Special Interest 

Missionary, White Cross 

 If you found that I submitted last year’s arti-

cle for the last Central Connection, you deserve 

a prize.  My computer and I do not get along all 

the time.  You should have had more up to date 

information. 

 You need to put on your calendar for next 

year the Midwinter Mission Conference on    

January 20, 21, 2023 at McPherson.  Drs. Rick 

and Anita Gutierrez from South Africa will be 

there.  They are both wonderful speakers and 

tell great stories about their work.   

 October is World Mission Offering 

month.  This offering helps people in other coun-

tries with all kinds of needs.  Now I think of the 

natural disaster needs in Lebanon, Sri Lanka, 

and Pakistan, to name a few.  It helps get the 

word around about God and His caring love.  If 

your church has not received the informational 

packet for the WMO promotion, contact Interna-

tional Ministries. 

 

Global Servant Specials/Special  

Interest Missionaries 

 Our international cash request for this year 

is for the Gutierrez in South Africa.  It will be a 

perfect opportunity to hear more from them in 

McPherson on January 20 and 21, 2023 at the 

Mid Winter Mission Conference.  You can per-

sonally get to know more about them and feel 

more comfortable in writing to them. 

 Fall and winter are great times to correspond 

with the Global Servant Specials and the Special 

Missionaries with the holidays coming up.  The 

Global Servants mail needs to go to Internation-

al Ministries, 1003 W. 9th Ave., King of Prussia, 

PA 19406-9926.  The Region specials do directly 

to them.  

 I know that Anita Gutierrez remembers 

when you correspond with her.  At the National 

Conference in Nashville, this lady kept looking 

at my name tag.  At the break, she said I 

thought I recognized your name, you have writ-

ten to us.  And at a Region board meeting, a man 

recognized my name because I had corresponded 

with him.  SOOO, your correspondence is       

special! 

 

White Cross 

 Hopefully all of you have your White Cross 

requests by now and are working on them.  The 

Region requests are going to either Bethel 

Neighborhood Center or Murrow Indian Chil-

dren’s Home.  If you cannot fill your request, 

please let your Association White Cross person 

know and she can help you find a way to 

help.   If you send gift cards, be sure to tell what 

those cards are for.  Delivering is a neat way to 

get the requests to them.  Bethel has made many 

improvements that you could see. 

 The new component this year is the local   

projects.  Hopefully they are self-explanatory 

and get you ready for some new mission 

work.   It would be good to share your projects 

with us. 

Shirley Fair 

2120 905th Rd., Alden, KS 67512,  

620-534-3841 

Fairfarm64@yahoo.com  

Keep Spreading the Word! 

 I am adding folks to the email list almost 

monthly.  If you hear of folks not receiving the 

newsletter, please have them send an email ad-

dress to  abwcrconnection@gmail.com. 

 This could be a church office address, a 

friend’s or someone in your church.  You can 

then copy the newsletter for all the ladies in 

your church or ABW community group.    

 If you cannot make email accommodations, 

please give me a call at 785-267-0380.   

Janet Crowl, Editor 

mailto:Fairfarm64@yahoo.com
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Personal Development & Love Gift
 Don’t you just love the fall season. Things are 

so beautiful in those special  colors. You just 

want to get in the car and drive through the 

country where  the prettiest trees are. We have 

had a drought for a few months so not  sure 

what colors we will have.  

 Just like us, when we get to the fall of our 

life will we have those bright and  beautiful 

deeds that we have done to place at the feet of 

Christ. When we  arrive at the fall of our life we 

are either continuing to work, pray, and read   

our bible as we have when younger, or we are 

just plain wore out.  Hopefully all of us are still 

as active as we possibly can be. If nothing 

else,  we can feel better when we start baking 

those pumpkin pies. Be an  encourager. Perk up 

your friends and neighbors. Let them know they 

are  to be true disciples of Christ.   

 The Bible Book for the month of October is II 

Samuel.  

 The book of 2nd Samuel is a Narration of 

David as he becomes the King  of Israel and the 

time during his reign, including his military vic-

tories,  centralization of the cult in the new capi-

tal of Jerusalem, and God’s  promise. Yet it also 

includes two psalms in hymns of praise in the 

final  chapters. Its author is Samuel the prophet 

who wrote it at about 930 B.C.  The key person-

alities are David, Joab, Bathsheba, Nathan, and 

Absalom.  

 The books of 1 and 2 Samuel were written 

to compare and contrast the rise  and fall of 

King Saul, a man-pleaser, and King David, a 

Easy Peasy!  

Save your $1.00 

bills where the 

serial number  

begins with a L 

or a G for your 

Love Gift          

offerings. 

Bible Book for October 
II Samuel 

God-pleaser. These  books demonstrate the 

futility and foolishness of disobedience to God 

as  well as the humility, faith, and reward 

that characterizes a life lived to honor  God. 

            Rita Siglin 

228 No. Valley Dr. 

Catoosa, OK  74015 

lrsiglin@sbcglobal.net 

918-521-5385 (Cell) 

Church and Community 

 It's all about relationships, really. Although 

we talk about the importance of first impres-

sions, the unfortunate truth is that our first im-

pressions are often shaped by input from less-

than-trustworthy sources. Media often creates 

"stories" about people that sink deep into our 

psyches and begin to shape our perception of all 

people from particular socio-economic back-

grounds, geographical settings, religions, or race. 

Just as each one of us would not want to always 

be judged by the actions and behaviors of all 

members of our family or social groups, so we 

cannot judge others by broad-sweeping generali-

zations. 

 We have to get to know one another as real, 

individual, human beings, each one created by 

God. 

 Our women's and girls' ministries are the 

perfect place to begin this process. You may 

think you already know the women in your min-

istry, particularly if you've been together for 

years. But do you, really? Do you mostly get to-

gether to take care of tasks and projects, or learn 

about other people in other places, or do you 

have opportunities to talk deeply about the 

things that make you who you are?  

 And when you want to invite others into your 

ministry, do you take the time to get to know 

them as individual women or girls created by 

God? Or do you simply issue invitations to come 

to events and hope for the best?  

 The first step of building--of being--Beloved 

Community is developing relationships.   
Reprint from national website 

 
Valerie Paxson Terrazas  

 930 N Jennie Barker Rd Lot 132 
Garden City, KS 67846   620-521-2974 

valrp14@gmail.com 

mailto:lrsiglin@sbcglobal.net
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American Baptist Women National 
abwomensministries.org 

 

ABWM National News ABWM National Fundraiser  

Mark your Calendar TODAY!! 

This fundraiser will begin on October 

6, 2022 at 10:00 AM CDT 

AB Women's Ministries 

Double Good Popcorn Fundraiser 

 

Mona’s      
Pop-Up Store 

I am passionate about American Bap-

tist women and girls ministries. This 

fundraiser will provide delicious pop-

corn for you and funds for women/

girls ministries.  50% of each pur-

chase benefits this fundraiser. 

This does not benefit me.  Check it 

out at:   

https://s.dgpopup.com/7p64pv7y 

Thanks for taking a look!                    

          - Mona Huggins 

If you want to view what you missed at the     

National Women and Girls Conference go to 

http://www.abwomensministries.org/ 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Webinars 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Encountering Invisible Grief 

October 6, 2022—8:00 p.m. CST 

What happens when the experience of pregnancy, 

childbirth, and parenthood are shattered via miscar-

riage or a stillbirth? While some suffer in silence, this 

traumatic yet common reality affects many families. 

No one should suffer in isolation. A baby loss presents 

challenges that are unique to the parents. How does 

one move forward? In this webinar, the Healing Ex-

tension Maternal (H.E.M.) Network will present prac-

tical tools to help those affected by pregnancy loss. 

Whether you personally experienced the loss or are a 

relative, friend, spiritual leader, or healthcare provid-

er, the H.E.M. Network is here to support you on the 

healing journey.  To register contact:  https://

abwomensministries.org/ 

 

Lay Down Your Weapons Webinar is reflection 

on Psalm 46- October 20, 2022 8:00 p.m. CT.  

What a blessing it is to know that God is the God of 

the universe. The Creator and Sustainer of life. The 

Psalmist declares in Psalm 46 that it is this God who 

is a present help in times of trouble, our defender, 

and our hope. But what happens when we are not on 

God’s side so much as our own side? When we go to 

the Lord for our own self-interest over that of anoth-

er? What happens in communities and relationships 

when Christians have very different perspectives and 

desires for a situation and ask God to be that “very 

present help”? What does it mean for believers, in the 

midst of our own sanctification and Christian jour-

ney, to be still and know that God is God? In this re-

flection, we will gain a deeper understanding of all 

these questions and more as we join together to listen 

to the voice of God.  To register contact:  https://

abwomensministries.org/ 

https://s.dgpopup.com/7p64pv7y

